
YEAR
YEAR

9

AR

MUSIC

7
YEAR

Underground 
Music

West 
African 

Drummin
g

What is good 
singing technique?

Rhythm 
notation

Simple chords 
and strumming 

patterns

Accompanying 
myself

Playing by 
ear

Hand and finger 
position

Pitch 
notation

Community 
performance

Improvisation

Group 
composition

Group 
performance

Song 
structure

Introductions 
What do I 

know already?

Rounds and 
partner songsSpeech rhythms

8
YEAR A 

cappella

Keyboar
d 2

Four 
Chords

“Somebody 
that I used 

to know”
by Gotye

Samba

Hamilton

Keyboard 
3

10
YEAR11

YEAR

12/13
YEAR

Blues

Bhangra

Chair 
drumming

Polyrhythmic 
textures

Call and response

African cultural 
music traditions

Group composition 
and performance

Perform in a 
samba festival

Bass line, 
chords and 

melody

Group performance

Tuned 
percussion

Balance in an 
ensemble

Notating composed 
rhythm patterns

Brazilian carnival 
traditions

Group 
arrangement

Ukulele

Playing
by ear

Beatboxing Song mash-ups

Class performance 
and recording

Conventions of 
musical theatre

Historical and 
cultural 
context

Playing a 
harder piece 

by ear

Stylistic 
features of 

ragtime

“The 
Entertainer”

Playing in 
different keys

Finger position 
for legato 

playing

Sevenths and 
inversions

Chords and 
chord numbers

Walking bass

Fusions 
of 

musical 
styles

“Aaja Billo”

Indian 
classical 

influences

Compose a 
Blues song

British pop music 
and its influences

Guitar and 
ukulele

Elements of music –
“MAD T SHIRT”

Initial solo 
performance

Solo artists from 
1990 to the 
present day

Pop ballads of 
the 1970s, 
1980s and 

1990s

Rock anthems 
of the 1970s 
and 1980s

Rock & Roll of the 
1950s and 1960s

Music composed 
specifically for a film

Western 
classical 

music used 
within films

The Baroque solo 
concerto

The Romantic 
concerto

The Classical 
concerto

Composition to a 
brief set by OCR 

(15%)

Rhythmic and 
melodic dictation

Free 
composition 

(15%)

Solo 
performance 

(15%)

Ensemble 
performance 

(15%)

Theory and 
harmony review

Baroque: The solo 
concerto

Classical: The operas 
of Mozart

Romantic: 
the piano 
music of 
Chopin, 
Brahms 

and Grieg

Identifying 
standard and 

extended 
chords, both 
written and 

heard

Composition to a 
brief set by AQA 

(15%)

Examination
2.5 hours (40%)

Free 
composition 

(15%)

Ten minute solo 
and/or ensemble 

performance 
(30%)

Compositional 
analysis

How do you extend, 
manipulate and develop 

musical ideas?

Music Higher Education Routes:  

University – Oxford, Cambridge, Durham, 
Southampton, Manchester, Bristol, Reading, 

Edinburgh Napier, Surrey, Birmingham, 
Winchester

Music College/Conservatoire:
Royal Academy of Music, Royal College of Music, 

Guildhall School of Music and Drama, Birmingham 
Conservatoire, Royal Northern College of Music, 

Trinity Laban College of Music and Dance

Careers in Music: 
Singer, session musician, composer, 
teacher, producer, band member, 
backing singer, musical theatre 

performer, sound engineer, DJ, event 
manager, director, music therapist, 

journalist, blogger, technician

MUSIC 
PROGRESSION 

ROUTES

Ukulele 
intro Singing

Song competition 
concert

Keyboard 
chords

Percussion 
techniques

“Für Elise”

Playing with 
both hands

Major and 
minor chords

Rhyme, cadence and 
flow in rap

Compose and 
perform a rap

Britpop

Band skills
Songwriting

Synthesisers 
in pop music

“Next to 
Me”

by Emeli Sande

Keyboard 
1

Cover 
songs

Recreating songs in 
different styles

Group cover of a 
choice of song

AoS 5: 
Conventions 

of Pop

AoS 4: Film 
Music

Music composed 
for video games

India and the 
Punjab

Eastern 
Mediterranean and 
the Middle East

Africa

Central and 
South America

AoS 3: 
Rhythms of 
the World

Composing skills

OCR 
GCSE 
Music

AoS 2: The 
Concerto 
Through 

Time

The Baroque 
concerto 
grosso

Revision of all 
musical vocabulary 

and key terms

Listening exam 
1.5 hours 
(40%)Recognising chords 

and cadences

Melody
Articulation
Dynamics
Time and tempo
Structure
Harmony and tonality
Instrumentation
Rhythm
Texture

AQA
A level
Music

Western 
Classical 
Tradition
1650-1910

Pop 
Mus

ic

Music 
for 

Media Music 
for 

Thea
tre

Ja
zz Contempor

ary 
traditional 

music

Art 
Music 
since 
1910

Choice of 2 
other Areas 

of Study
Score 

reading

Revision of 
advanced study 
and vocabulary

“Alexander 
Hamilton”


